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SEASONAL PARTY PLANNING FOR PETS 

EXPERT ADVICE TO ENSURE YOU ALL HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 

PLANNING the perfect Christmas or New Year’s Eve party takes time, effort and 

skill. There’s the food and drink, entertainment and music as well as plenty of 

things to keep the little ones occupied to think about but don’t forget the family 

pet as they have a few party requirements of their own. 

The experts at Pets at Home have put together their top five party planning tips 

with pets in mind, to give pet owners a helping hand this year. 

Maeve Moorcroft MVB MRCVS, Head of Pets at Pets at Home, said: “Parties at 

this time of year are a wonderful time for all the family to get together, and 

there are a number of hints and tips that will ensure that your family pet or pets 

are safe and sound.” 

1. A place to call their own 

Maeve said: “Christmas celebrations can be loud, raucous and go on well into 

the night. To keep your pet feeling fresh and well, ensure you have a place just 

for them that is quiet with plenty of water for them to settle down for a bit of 

peace and quiet.” 

2. Party treats to keep pets happy 

Maeve suggested: “Christmas chocolates are delicious for us but to make sure 

your pets, especially dogs and cats, don’t help themselves keep your chocolates 



out of the way or hang pet friendly chocolates from the lower branches of the 

tree instead. We stock a huge range of Christmas pet treats from Christmas 

puddings through to artisan chocolates and even mince pies.” 

3. Deck the halls with bells and holly  

Maeve advised: “Mistletoe, holly and poinsettias are guaranteed to give your 

home a festive feel but to keep the family pets feeling well, keep the flowers, 

berries and foliage away from inquisitive mouths as they can cause upset 

stomachs and poorly pets.” 

4. Decoration do’s 

Maeve said: “Decorating our homes to look the part for the Christmas party is 

something we all spend ages doing, from putting the tree up to decorating the 

stairs. To make your home perfectly presented for pets why not try an artificial 

tree to keep their paws safe from sharp pine needles, keep tinsel and ribbon out 

of reach as they can get wrapped round mouths or even swallowed. Use plastic 

instead of glass baubles to keep paws protected and keep any wires out of reach 

to prevent them being chewed.” 

5. Keep pets warm and cosy.  

Maeve advised: “Christmas parties will see people coming and going throughout 

the night so keep your pets warm, cosy and away from any doors that may be 

opened letting cold air in. We stock a wide range of stylish coats for dogs and 

warm fleecy beds for cats and small animals, ideal to keep your pet feeling 

wonderfully warm.” 

In a recent study* by Pets at Home, pet owners seem to be going to extra 

special lengths to pet proof their homes at Christmas. A quarter of pet owners 

have an artificial tree instead of a real one to keep their pets safe, 20% use 

plastic baubles instead of glass ones and 25% keep chocolate treats high up on 

the tree away from inquisitive pets. 

Maeve concluded: “Follow these hints and tips to ensure your Christmas party is 

festively pet friendly.  



“My final tip is to check your vet’s surgery opening hours just in case you need 

their help over the festive break.” 

-ENDS- 

 

For further information please contact Robbie in the Pets at Home press office at Euro 

RSCG 0161 236 2277 or email prpets@eurorscg.com 

Notes to Editors:  

 

*2000 pet owners in the UK surveyed as part of the Pet Report 2011, commissioned by 

Pets at Home between 14 and 17 October 2011 and carried out by ONEPoll 

 

Pets at Home offers great products, tips and advice to keep your pet happy and 

healthy. From specialist pet food to toys and training aids, there is everything a pet 

owner could wish for and more.  

There are more than 300 Pets at Home stores across the UK. To find your nearest store 

and for further information log onto www.petsathome.com  

 


